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SERMON 


— 


Phil, LIxxvii. 


Striving rogerber for the e fait hn the 
EL 


HE | Apoſtle in this ite addreſſes 
himſelf to his Philippians with great ten- 
derneſs and affection; His Expreſſions 
lo indeed every where repreſent ſuch à heart: 
concern for the good of their Souls, and for the 
Propogation of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
plainly ſhews us that he was in good earneſt in | 
what he ſaid, and that he was truly ſenfible of 
the importance of that great Buſineſs about 
which he writes to thgem. 

In the Verſes a little before my Text he tells 
them, that he was uncertain how God would be 
pleaſed to difpoſe of him, whether as to life or 
death; as to himſelf, he did not queſtion but 
Chriſt would make it gain to him whatever hap- 
pened ; to die indeed was what for his own fake 
he ſhould moſt defire, becauſe he ſhould then 
be with Chriſt which 1s far better ; He ſhould then 
ave an end of all his anxious Cares and pain- 
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ful. Labours, and troubleſome perſecutions: ang Ml — 
go from all theſe to be Happy with his Great 


Maſter ; however, becauſe he might by living W 
longer be more ſerviceable to them, be inſtru- V 
mental, under God, to help forward their Sal. MW 
vation, he was contented for ſome time to de-“ 
lay his own Happineſs ; and he did not queſti. iP 
on but God would be pleaſed in this to joyn Ml * 
with him, and that he ſhould abide with them jy Wl . 
| their furtherance, and joy of Faith, then he add; in 
the Words of my Text, Only let your Converſation i 
be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt ; that whether I ſo 
come and ſee you, or elſe be abſent, I may hear of you A 
affairs, that ye ſtand faſt in one Spirit, with on: ne 
mind Striving together for the Faith of the Gaſjel. * 
That is, whether I come among you or not, let Le 
me leave this Advice with you; Be ſure havea | of 
care, don't diſhonour your Religion, and de- ; 
prive your ſelves of the comfort and benefit of Wl ”* 
it by a Life and Converſation unſuitable to it; TI 
and have a care further, that you don't break Wl ſer 
into Parties and Factions, but unite your Com- ſel 
mon Endeavours againſt the Common. Enemies ſuc 
of your Religion, let the Common Caule of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt keep you together, ſtriving tv 
gether for the Faith of the Goſpel. „ 15 


Ihe 


he 


— 


fe Deſign of our preſent meeting together, 


will confine my Diſtourſe to the laſt part of theſe 


Words which J have read to you, in which ! 
ſhall endeavour to perſuade all that hear me, to 
ite in this Noble Work of promoting the Go- 


{pel of Jeſus Chriſt: And what a Happy Church 


and Nation ſhould we be, if this were all the 
frife that were among us, which ſhould do moſt 
1n this Blefled Caule 07s 7775575 903 01445 
| But before I proceed to this, I would take 
ſome notice of the other Particulars which the 
Apoftle mentions 1n this Verſe, being as it were 


neceſſary Preliminaries to this Great Work, and 


without which we cannot expect either much 


Zeal, or much Succeſs in ſtriving for the Faith of 


of the Goſpel. 
/ The ſpe 


walk as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt ; the other, 
That we be of one Mind and Spirit, that we pre- 


| ſerve Love, and Peace, and Unity among our 


ſelves; boths which are very requiſite for our 
ſucceſsful carrying on of this Work. * + 

1. In order to have a true Zeal for the pro- 
moting the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to do it ſuc- 
ceſsfully, it is very requrhite, that we live up 
to our Profeſſion ; that neither we bring a Re- 
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proach upon the Goſpel by our evil Converſati. 
on, and by that means prejudice People againſt 
it; nor on the other fide, the Goſpel reproach 
us, and diſturb our Conſciences, and the 
great Truths of it become a Terror to us; 
as they will be if our Lives and Profeſſions 
contradict ane anpthere.; 747 7; 

The Goſpel is an Inſtitution, as of great Mer- 
cy, ſo the greateſt ground of Joy and rejoycing 
do all that heartily comply with it; but then on 
the other fide, it is an Inſtitution of great Holi- 

neſs, and Purity, and Severity againſt Sinners 
it denounces the Wrath of God, and the Terms 
of: the Lord againſt all Unrighteouſneſs and Sinfuld 
neſs of Men: For which Reaſon, the Goſpel 
muſt always be an Enemy to Wicked People 
and then we have no reaſon. to expect that they 
will be long Friends to that. And therefore if 
we don't live up to our Profeſſion, if our Reli 
gion have not its due effect upon us in conquer] 
ing our Sins, there is great danger, that our Sing 


will in dome time conquer our Religion, and 


make us part with that which ſerves only to bg 
matter of Fear. and Terror to us: we have, 
ſay, great reaſon. to fear that this will be tha 
Caſe, unleſs we cheat our Souls with ſome falſſ 
pretence or other, and reconcile the Hopes q 
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Heaven with the enjoyment of our Sins. And 
this I take to be the reaſon, why it is ſo hard 
to keep the World from falling either into Su- 
perſtition , or Infidelity ; and that among us, 
where Religion 1s purely Preached, and Men 
have no incouragement to expect either to pleaſe 
God, or get to Heaven without real Holineſs, 

thoſe that are Wicked are fo eafily inclined to 
part with their Religion; whereas in fome 

other places we do not ſee ſo muchof this, but 
that many Perſons notoriouſly looſe in their 

Lives, yet continue great Zealots, and very 

often the greater Zealots for being ſo; they 

have many Tricks with which they hope to pa- 
cify God, and to get rid of the Guilt of their 
Sins without parting with them, and therefore 

may make their Conſciences eaſy without being 
Infidels; and if Religion will but be thus eaſy 
and kind to them, no wonder if they are kind 
to it again. 3 „ 

To conclude this Point, As we ſhall hardly 

be able to have any Zeal, or concern for Reli- 
gion unleſs the Courſe of our Lives giyes us rea- 
ſonable Grounds to hope for benefit from it; ſo 
if we ſhould profeſs a Leal for it , and really do 
many things in conſequence of that Profeſſion, 
yet 1 can hardly ſee any good effect this is like 
2 — 
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to have either with God or Men, God will no not 1 

accept of any thing we can do While we con- Neil 
tinue in our Sins; and Men will be apt to ſee e 
through our pretences, and then all we do wil abe 
only bring Scandal and Reproach both 1 85 tene 


our ſelves and our Religion too. 


2. The next thing! is that we ſtand af 1 in ont 
Spirit, with one Mind; that we don't break in- 
to Factions and Parties, but with united Hearts 
and Strength promote the Common Cauſe of 


the Goſpel of . Chriſt ; Our Saviour tells us, 1 
that a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand; n 
Or however if it do make a hard ſhift to ſtand MF. 
for ſome time, yet it will never be able to Pl 
make any large Conqueſts. And indeed to the e 
ſhame of Chriſtians this has very fadly been Wi 
the Caſe of the Kingdom of Toki Chrift in M2 
the World; fince the firſt great Diviſions in it Net 
for above " theſe Thirteen Hundred Years Ne 
v0! 


there has been but little progreſs made in the 
Converſion of Heathens, little I mean in com- 
pariſon of what was before, and of what might 
have been expected had Chriſtians inſtead of In 


quarrelling with one another bent their united of 
Force and Zeal that way. 


Diviſions 


* 


Vor Propagating the Goſpel, = ©7 


Diviſions 1n a Church have commonly this 
evil effect, that they turn the courſe of Peoples 
Zeal a wrong way; And as it is in a ſtate that 
labours with Factions and Parties, each Con- 


tender is generally ſo eager for the ſide he is 


of, that the ſenſe of Publick Good is loſt in 


the fray; fo | am afraid it 1s often in diſputes 
of Religion, that they are too apt to ingroſs 
zl our care and thoughts, and in the mean 
time that which moſt deſerves our concern is 
ele 88! 

It is true indeed that it is ſometimes the 
misfortune of very good Men to be ingaged 
in ſuch Diſputes; if Hot, Angry, and Violent 
Spirits will raiſe quarrels, and foment Animoſi- 


ties, it is not always in the power of the moſt 
Wiſe and Moderate to prevent things coming 


to a Rupture ; But this, if it be not a fault, 


yet is always a misfortune, and therefore by all. 


the Honeſt and Wiſe Methods poſſible to be a- 
roded ; becauſe it is apt to ſharpen the Spi- 


its, and divert the Zeal even of the beſt, co 
let Chriſtians upon expoſing one another, and 


in that their common Religion to the contempt 
o Infidels, and Enemies of all forts. 
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For theſe Reaſons it is the duty of Chriſti. Ane 
ans as much as may be to compoſe all differ. Yupo 
ences among themſelves, I mean as far as is Nhe 
conſiſtent with the preſervation of the purity 
and integrity of that Faith which their Maſter M and 
has committed to them, and of that Regulariy I 200 
and Order wherewith he defigned they ſhould Mou 
be governed; within theſe bounds therefore we his 
ſhould all ſtudy to promote Love, and Peace, 
and Unity; that we may without interruption pro 
from other matters joyn our indeavours to ad. the 
vance the Kingdom of our Blefled Saviour Me: 
in the World, remembring that we are all {Wc 
Soldiers under one Common Maſter, and o this 
fight under one Banner; and that it muſt be Wu! 
very fooliſh, as well as wicked, to tum [tte 
thoſe Arms againſt our fellow Soldiers, which the 
our Great Captain has put into our hands toe 
be uſed againſt His and Our Common Ene-W" 
| miles. N 
1 J have now done with that which I thought 
| proper to be premiſed, and ſhall therefore pro- 
ceed to what I more directly and chiefly in. 
tended, to indeavour to perſuade us all to do 
what we can according to our ſeveral Places, 
and Stations, and Abilities to promote the Go- 
ſpel of Jefus Chriſt both at Home and Abroad; 
| And 
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r- upon this Head in a Congregation of Chriſtians, 
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j who as ſuck onght to have a very tender regard 
iy or the Honour of their Saviour who has done 
er Hand ſuffered fo much for them; and for the 
it) good of Souls, the Salvation of which does ſo 
n nuch depend upon what is done for them in 


this matter. 


1 1ſt. We ought to conſider what we can do for 
* promoting the Goſpel at Home; for tho' this be 
id. he Religion of our Country, eſtabliſhed and encou- 
our aged by Law, yet I am afraid there is ſtill great 


becaſion for our pious and charitable endeavours 


to chis way; As we have (bleſſed be God) great 
be Moumbers among us who ſeem heartily to believe 
urn the truth of their Religion, and who ſhew forth 
ich their Holy Faith in a Holy Life and Converſa- 
to ion; fo it muſt be confeſſed that there are many 
ne- cho mind little of it, and many more who know 


tle of it, and ſome, I hope not many, who do 
ot ſtick to deny it; all which are very proper 
objects of our Care and Charity. And I am a- 
raid there are ſome who go further yet; who 

not only deny the truth of our Holy Faith, but 
ho alſo Blaſpheme that Holy Name by which we 


5 are called, who do in their wicked Clubs and 
NNabals ſet up for making Proſelites for Infideli- 
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ty and who are very buſie and active in this ur n- 
godly Work ; which is certainly what oug ht 
very much to raiſe and inflame the Zeal of all 
good Chriſtians. It will be a great ſhame to 
us, and will one day riſe up in judgment a. 
gainſt us, if we are leſs active in the Cauſe » 
God than Atheiſts and Infidels are for Impietj. 

There are others who would not be thought 
to have no Religion, nor to be no Chriſtian 
neither, who yet do by their Principles incou 
rage an indifference as to all Religions ; they ſay 
that Men ought to be Moral in their Lives, and 
Honeſt in their Dealings with one another, and 
they upon this account profeſs a reverence for 
the Scriptures as containing very good Mord 
Precepts, and Rules of Life ; but as for the m. 
ceſſity of Believing in Feſus "Chriſt in Order to 
Salvation this they think little of. 118 

Now if this be a true Scheme of things, | it 
muſt very much damp our Zeal for the Chi 
{tian Religion, I ſhall therefore before I procec 
give you as ſhort and Plain an account of thi 
matter as Lan 

In the firſt place therefore I defire that theſ 
Perſons would conſider what they mean by 
Moral Life, if they mean ſuch Morality as ti 
bare principles of. Reaſon without Revelation woul 
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n. uggeſt to us, this is not the Morality of the Scri- 
bt pres, which yet they ſeem to admire ; but if 
they mean the Morality which the Scriptures 
teach us, that is founded upon Revelation, and 
ſuppoſes a belief of the great Principles of the 
,hriſtian Religion. Some of the chief parts of the 
{ripture Morality are, that we ſhould live by Faith, 
hat we ſhould have our Converſation in Heaven ; 
hat we ſhould Love God, and depend upon Him, 
nd rejoyce in Him as a reconciled Father to us in 
ſeſus Chriſt ; that we ſhould love one another as 
embers of the fame Body, and Heirs of the fame 
Promiſes, that we ſhould be Modeſt, Meek, and 
WH:nble after the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
hat we ſhould live as becomes thoſe who expect 
ortly to give an account of all their Actions 
fore the Tribunal of Chriſt; and the like; theſe 
re ſome of the chief Branches of the Chriſtian 
orality, and without which all the reft would 
ea dead, lifeleſs thing, of very little power and 
ficacy for the Conduct of our Lives; In a 
Nord, they are the Articles of the Chriſtian 
ath which make the Morality of the Scriptures 
) noble a thing, and therefore whoever talkes 
{the one without the other, has never well 
onfidered ether. 35556 
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ty and who are very buſie and active in this un- 
godly Work; which is certainly what oug ht 
very much to raiſe and inflame the Zeal of all 
good Chriſtians. It will be a great ſhame to 
us, and will one day rife up in judgment a. | 
gainſt us, if we are leſs active in the Cauſe of 
God than Atheiſts and Infidels are for Imprety. 
There are others who would not be thought | 
to have no Religion, nor to be no Chriſtians | 
neither, who yet do by their Principles incou- | 
rage an indifference as to all Religions; they ſay | 
that Men ought to be Moral in their Lives, and 
Honeſt in their Dealings with one another, and | 
they upon this account profeſs. a reverence for 
the Scriptures as containing very good Moral | 
Precepts, and Rules of Life; but as for the ne- 
cefſity of Believing in Jeſus Chriſt in Order to 
Salvation this they think little of. ) 
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Now if this be a true Scheme of things, it 
muſt very much damp our Zeal for the Chi. 
{tian Religion, I ſhall therefore before I proceed 
give you as: ſhort and plain an account of this 


© 


matter 36.3 C5 oo 8 

In the firſt place therefore I. defire that theſe 
Perſons would confider what they mean by 2 | 
Moral Life, if they mean ſuch Morality as tlie 
bare principles of Reaſon without Revelation would 


ſuggeſt 
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ſuggeſt to us, this is not the Morality of the Scri- 
pures, which yet they ſeem to admire ; but if 
they mean the Morality which the Scriptures 
teach us, that 1s founded upon Revelation, and 
ſuppoſes a belief of the great Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion. Some of the chief parts of the 
Scripture Morality are,that we ſhould live by Faith, 
that we ſhould have our Converſation in Heaven 
that we ſhould Love God, and depend upon Him, 
and rejoyce in Him as a reconciled Father to us in 
feſus Chriſt; that we ſhould love one another as 
Members of the fame Body, and Heirs of the fame 
Promiſes, that we ſhould be Modeſt, Meek, and 
Humble after the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
that we ſhould live as becomes thoſe who expect 
ſhortly to give an account of all their Actions 
before the Tribunal of Chriſt;and the like; theſe 
are ſome of the chief Branches of the Chriſtian 
Morality, and without which all the reft would 
be a dead, lifeleſs thing, of very little power and 
eficacy for the Conduct of our Lives; In a 
Word, they are the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith which make the Morality of the Scriptures 
lo noble a thing, and therefore whoever talkes 
of the one without the other, has never well 
conſidered ether. 
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2/y. As we ſhall loofe the Life and Spirit 
of the Chriſtian Morality unleſs we take the 
Chriſtian Faith along with it; ſo we are to con- 
fider further that no Moral Inſtructions tho! ne. 
ver ſo excellent will of themſelves be able to 
reform the Corruption of our Nature, and work 
us up to that Purity and Holineſs which God 
requires, without the aſſiſtance of His Holy Spi- 
rit, which he has not promiſed to any but tho 
that believe in Jeſus Chriſt. The Scripture every | 

where repreſents us to be naturally in a very Cor- | 
rupt and Degenerate State, to be dead in treſpaſſes | 

and ſins; And that we cannot by any power of 
our own raiſe our felves to a. Spiritual Life, but | 
that all the power and ability we have is derived 
from Chriſt the Head to thoſe that are Members | 
of His. Bady the Church; that as the branch cannot 
bear fruit of it ſelf-except it alide in the Vine, no 
more can we, except we abide in him. This is every | 
where the Doctrine of the Scripture, and this is 
another reaſon why it 1s:neceilary to believe 1 
Fejus Chrift, and be admitted into his Church, 
becauſe mere Moral Precepts tho never ſo good 
cannot raiſe our Souls from the death of Sin to 
the life/of Righteouſneſs, and the Scripture gives 
us no account of any aſſiſtance of tis Holy Spirit 
but as derived to us from Chriſt our Head to 
thoſe that are his Members. 30. Let 


4 : 
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30. Let us confider Thirdly, that the beſt 
Services we do are mixed with great Imper- ; 
fections, there will be many Sins and Failings | 
in the Lives of the beſt Men, eſpecially if we : 


conſider them without the Grace and Aſſiſtance 

of God, And we have no natural aſſurance that 

God will pardon theſe Sins, and accept of theſe 

Services. God has indeed been pleaſed to make 

2 publick Proclamation of Pardon to the World 

n and through his Son FJeſus Chriſt, but this is 

ill upon Condition that we Believe and Obey the 

Goſpel, Remiſſion * of Sins is every where ſpoke aa. 

of as the great Privilege of Chriſtians. „ 
And the ſame may be ſaid as to the other 

great Promiſes of the Scriptures, they are all 

made upon condition of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 

particularly that of Eternal Life; thus our Bleſ- 

led Saviour tells us, That + God fo loved the world f chu 3. 

that be gave his only begotten Son, that mhoſever be- 

lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 

life. This great Bleſſing of Eternal Life is the 

free promiſe and Gift of God, which would not 

be naturally due to the beſt of Creatures without 

fuch a Promiſe ; and therefore God may very 

zuſtly make this Promiſe upon what Conditions 

he pleaſes; And theſe Conditions he has in 

the Scriptures-revealed to us, God hath given un- eins. 
e 5 bh 
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to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son; He that 
hath the Son hath life, but he that hath not the Son | 
hath not life. 15 Nl 


4ly. Laſtly, Infidelity is conſtantly in Seri. | 
pture reckoned as deſtructive of Salvation. Thus 
when Our Saviour ſent His Diſciples at firſt to 
„ Mark 16. Preach the Goſpel, He Orders them, * Go | 
. preach the Goſpel to every Creature, and then tells 
_ «them, He that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſa- | 
ved, but he that believeth not ſhall be damned. To 

the ſame effect St. John tells us in the Revelations, I 

That the fearful and unbelieving ſhall have their 


"Revo a1. a | 3 
portion in the lake that burns with fire and Brimſtone, 


this is the ſecond death. Theſe places I believe 
are chiefly to be underſtood of thoſe who have 
the Goſpel Preached to them, but who 
through an evil heart of unbelief don't receive it 
As for thoſe who never heard of the Goſpel. | 
and ſo have not the guilt of rejecting it, I ſhall, 
leave them to their own Maſter before whom they 
muſt ſtand or fall. I have ſhewed before, That 
they have no Covenant-title or Promiſe either to the 
Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, or the Pardon 
of their Sins, or Eternal Life, but ſtill they are 
the Creatures of Grod, and he. can find ways to 
deal with them as a Wile and a Merciful RE 
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can 


nom theſe laſt Particulars, and ſo proceed. 


1. That it concerns all who have any doubt 
of the truth of their Religion, to examine the 


matter well, and to be very ſerious and imparti- 
al in it, and to have a care that no Luſt or Cor- 


ruption biaſs their Judgment the wrong way; 


this is a matter of the higheſt importance, and 
concerns them more than all the other*things in 


the World put together, and, therefore ſhould . 
not be lightly paſſed over, or made matter of 


je{t,or judged of only by ſuch Objections as Witt 


may raiſe - againſt any thing; but they ſhould 


calmly and ſedately conſider it, and endeavour 
as much as they can to purifie their. Hearts, that 


they may be able to ſee the Beauty and Excel- 


lency of fo Holy a Religion; And if they would 


but do this 1 doubt not but they would quickly - 


ind a bleſſing upon their indeavours,. that they 


would eafily get over all Difficulties and Objecti- 


ons, and find themſelves every day more and 


more confirmed in their Holy Faith. 


2. The next Inference I would make is, that if 
infidelity be ſo dangerous a thing to*the Souls 
of Men, it muſt be great Charity to endeayour 
all we can to reclaim ſuch as are fallen into it, 
and to prevent others coming into that fad Rate. 


©] would only makeone or two ſhort Inferences 
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And much of this may be done if we would but 01 
all of us do our Duties in our ſeveral Stations; oft 
Thoſe that are Miniſters by watching over their | 
Flocks, by Preachiap terioully, and Living ſtrict. 
ly, and in all things having a care not to give 
the Enemies of the Lord any occaſion to Blaſphene , 
Thoſe that are Magiſtrates by endeavouring to 
ſuppreſs Vice and Immorality, which are, and al- 
ways have been the great ſources of Infidelity, 
_ Thoſe that are Parents by breeding up their 
Children in the fear of the Lord, and by in- 
ſtructing them fully in the Principles of their 
Religion while they are Young, thoſe that are 
Friends by doing what good they can for the | 
Souls of their Friends whom they love; And all | 
of us by endeavouring to ſhew forth the true Life 
and Spirit of Religion in our Converſation, do- 
ing all we can by our Example and by our Diſ- | 
courſes to take off any prejudices that may be con- 
cerved againſt .our Holy Faith, and to make it} 
appear amiable and lovely in the World. 
This is what Piety to our Great Maſter, and 
Charity to. the Souls of our Brethren, require we 
ſhould do for promoting the Goſpel at Home; I 
now proceed to the laſt Particular, the Propaga- 
tion of it in Foreign Parts, particularly in our 


Plantations and Colonies in America, from whence | 
comes 
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comes ſo great a part of the Trade and Riches 
In Order to carry on this Pious Deſigu the 
more ſuccesfully, His . Majeſty has been. pleaſed 


wereck a. Soctety or Corporation conſiſting of any 


* 
- 


and of a confiderable number of others of almoſt 
ll Ranks and Profeſſions among us. I heſe are 
nabled by His Majeſty's" Charter to contribute 
themſelves, and to receive the Contributions of 
hers, and to diſpoſe of both in ſuch Methods as 
hall appear moſt likely to promote this great 
Vork. The defign is in the firſt place to ſettle 

he State of Religion as well as may be among 
dur own People there, which by all accounts we 
have, very much wants their Pious care; and 


then to proceed in the beſt Methods they can 


* ” 


toward the Converſion of the Natives; both theſe 
ae works that will require a great expence, the 
Ending Miniſters thither, and maintaining them 
n many places where they have no ſettled 
maintainance; the procuring of Libraries to en- 
ourage Miniſters to go thither and to enable 
tem to do their duty the better when they are 
Were, The breeding up of Perſons to underſtand 
Ide great variety of Languages of thoſe Coun- 
ies in order to be able to Converſe with the Na- 


18 A Sermond Preach” before the Society 
tives, and Preach the Goſpel to them; theſe 
and many other things which cannot now he 
named will require large Contributions, which 
hope in ſo Pious and Charitable a deſign wil 
not be wanting ; this is therefore what I would 
recommend to you in the following Confiderati. 
One e . 
Ihe Furſt Argument that I would make uſe 
of is, that this is very great Charity, indeed the! 
greateſt Charity we can ſhow ; it is Charity tog 
the Souls of Men, to the Souls of a great many 
of our own People in thoſe Countries who by 
this may be reformed,and put in a better way for 
Salvation by the uſe of the means of Grace which 
in many places they very much want, but el 
pecidlly this may be a great Charity to the Souls 
of many of thioſe poor Natives, who may by this 
be converted from that ſtate of Barbariſm and 
Idolatry in which they now live; and be brought 
into the Sheep- fold of our Bleſſed Saviour; Atd 
what greater Charity can we ſhew for them of 
any Body elſe than this ? This is as mulch ge 
124 
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ter than any Charity relating to this. World, 
Eternity is more confiderable than time, and a 
Heaven and Hell are more confiderable than at 
thing we can enjoy or - ſuffer here. Our Savioll 
tells us, That He which gives but a Cup of Wate 
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in Charity when he can do nothing better {all 
wt looſe lis Ramard. But the Scripture lays, that 
he who turns many to Righemſteſs hall ſhine like 
the Stars in the firmament ; and therefore eertain- 
ly it muſt be a work very ,pleaſing, to God to 
contribute, any thing to this, and to help it for- 
ward and to put others in a capacity to do it, 
tho we, can't do it our ſelves. In à Word, Cha- 
rity is the great duty of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and what will be particularly taken notice of at 
the day of Judgment; And if God have ſo 
much regard to the Bodies of Men that he ſo 
frictly enjoyns charity to them, and will ſo ſig- 
nally at that great day take notice of what we 
do in that kind; We may be ſure he is much 
more concerned for their Souls, and will not fail 
fully to reward any Charity we ſhew to them. 

And indeed what can we do more pleafing to 
God than this, who has by ſending his Son into the 
World ſhewed us what regard he has to the Souls 
of Men? Or what more pleaſing to our Bleſſed Sa- 

_ viour who has done and ſuffered ſo much for them? 

Or what can there be more honourable to our 
ſelves than any way to help forward that Noble 
Work for which Chrift thought fit to come into 
the World, and for which he did not think it 
too much at laſt to dyg? t; ee 
ld OT One 2. Ano- 
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3 Another Confideration T would propoſe i is 

this, that we ought more particularly to lay to 
Heart the caſe of our Plantations, becauſe we re. 
ceive abundance of good things from them, and 
that'a great part of the Trade and Riches of 
our Kingd om flow into us from thence; And 
therefore in the firſt place we muſt be very un- 


thankful to Cod for the Bleffings we have from 


thence, if we don't take care that He ſhall be 


ſerved a and honoured there from whence he beſtons 
ſo many good things on us; And we ſhall alf 
be very .unkind to thoſe who are the Inſtruments 
of his 5. 
have no regard to them again. 8 l. 

This i is an Arcs ument 1 would in a vation 
a manner addreſs to the Conſideration of this 


great Cit 20 'and eff pecially to thoſe: who-are From | 
| the THe the Plantations, of which! 
hope there are great numbers; Methihks' provi. 


rich by! 


dence it ſelf directs a great part of their Charity 
this way, And I cannot but believe that what 
they thus give Would in the event prove no di 
"mintition; of their Wealth, as being the beſt wa) 
to procure the Bleſſing of God upon what they 
have, and upon the Flaces from whence they have 


it which may by his Bleffing ſtill become fnuci 


more wetul to us than they are at preſent: ' 
0 3. Th 


rovidence i in doing” us this E ue 
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3. The little care that we have hitherto tak- 
en of. the State of Religion in thoſe Plan- 
tations continues à ſtanding reproach both up- 
on our Church and Nation: and this is what is 
often objected to us by thoſe of the Church of 
| Rome; We have indeed many things to ſay a- 
gainſt their way of Managing theſe matters, and 
in defence of our ſelves, but after all I am for- 
ry that we can't give them the only full anſwer 
to the Objection, which is the denyal of the mat- 
ter r O ei flig.) x 


They have in that Church many advantages 
for carrying on ſuch a work which we have not 
in Ours; In the firſt place, that they have in all 
Countries of their Religion, great numbers of 
Perſons not appropriated to any particular Cure 
or buſineſs, who have put themſelves out of their 
own power, and may be ſent into any part of 
the World at the Will and Pleaſure of others who 
tarry at Home; In the next place they have the 
Command of very great endomments and Treaſure, 
whereby they are inabled to ſend and maintain 
abroad almoſt what numbers they pleaſe; 
Whereas in our Church the endowment is com- 
paratively very Small, and that appropriated to 
particular uſes at home, and attended with many 
Charges and Incumbrances, which make it impoſe 
[ue | ſibl 


fore I hope the Charity ofour People will now hel 
to ſupply that defect, and take away this reproach | 
from our Church and Nation, and that it ſhall | 
never more be ſaid, that they of the Church of 
Rome are more Zealous to promote Superſtition | 
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ible to carry on any thing Confiderable of dis 


kind by the Revenues of the Church; And there- 


and Idolatry in the World, t 


we are to pro- 
mote the true, wncorrupted Religion of 25 E 


Chriſt. 


if he do think fit to take it away from us. 


We can not but be all ſenfible how near we 
have often been to the brink of ruine; in how | 
much danger we have been that our Nation 
ſhould become a field of blood, and that our Re- 
ligion ſhould be over- run, if not b | 
yet by that which is very bad, Popifh perſtition | 
and Idolatry. And tho', blefled be God, we 

WE have 


4. The laſt Confideration I would propoſe is 
this, that our Zeal for the Honour of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, and of his Religion, and for the 
Propagation of it in the World, is the moſt like- 
ly way to procure his Bleffing both upon Church 
and State, and to ſecure the Continuance of the 
Goſpel both to our Selves and aur Poſterity. But 
if we our felves ſhew that we have no value for 
our Religion, we ſhall have no reaſon to wonder 
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have now a more comfortable Proſpe& of Affairs, 
et we ought to conſider that it is ſtill. in his 
bo to blaſt all our Hopes when he pleaſes; 
And what reaſon have we to expect but that he 


will do it, if aſter ſo many repeated inſtances of 
his kindneſs in preſerving us and our Religion, 
we ſhall ſhew no concern for his honour, or for 
the promoting of that Religion which he has 
thus wonderfully preferved to us? I deſire that 
we would confider this further, that if it ſhould: 
ever pleaſe God to bring this ſad Judgment upon 
us, Ho trouble 1t will then be to, think = 
little we valued the Bleffing of the Goſpel while 
we had: it 3 Ds 
But this is a Melancholy Conſideration, which 
| hope we ſhall all of usendeavour to prevent by 
a real and - hearty concern for it at ant ] 
ſhall therefore fay no more, but concludeall with. 
my hearty, prayers to 1 God, that He 
would be pleaſed to give a Bleſſing to our preſent 
Endeavours, That this Society now erected by his 
Majeſty's Piety, may be Highly Inſtrumental to 
the Glory of God, The Honour and Advancement of 
ure Reformed Religion, and to the Salvati- 


Our Fl 
on of many Souls. Amen. 
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